
AFRICA 2016 
PART I: BOTSWANA 
MARCH 4 - 8 

CHITABE LEDIBA CAMP 

THE OKAVANGO DELTA 

 
A view of the Okavango Delta from our bush plane 

For the first part of this journey through Southern Africa we were part of a photo 

safari led by Roy Toft. I have done a couple of trips with Roy and have wanted 

http://images.toftphoto.com/#!/index
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to do this Africa trip with him for several years. To do so I had to take a 

semester off since he always does the trip in March. Jeanne and I arrived in a 

camp called Chitabe Lediba on March 4th. This camp sits on a concession in the 

south east corner of the Okavango Delta near the Moremi Game Reserve. It was 

the driest of the 3 camps we visited will tall trees. This made it good leopard 

habitat. Our flight from Maun to the dirt airstrip by the camp was on a single 

engine, 12 passenger Cessna. It was our bush pilot’s last flight for the company 

and he asked us if we wanted to fly low (about 500 feet), so we could see the 

scenery. We saw elephants, red lechwe, and spectacular views of the delta 

during our short flight.  

 
The view from our porch    Our “tent” was very comfortable and private 

We spent 4 nights at Chitabe and had incredible wildlife sightings. We saw lions 

numerous times, we had a couple of leopard sightings, and we saw two cheetahs 

which was one of the highlights of the trip for me. 

 
Mother lion and her two cubs    Leopard after a huge meal 
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We also saw baboons, elephants, zebras, and interesting birds including several 

hornbill species, bustards, bee-eaters, and several species of vultures. 

 

 

Top: Cheetah  Bottom Left: Southern Carmine Bee-eater  Bottom Right: Southern Ground Hornbill 
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Chacma Baboon               Leopard 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Male Lion           Burchell’s Zebra 

 

White-backed Vulture          Yellow-billed Hornbill 
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THE CHITABE ROUTINE 

Jeanne and I wake up at 4:45 am. At 5:00 am sharp we get a wake up call and 

hot water arrives. We make French press coffee and take malaria pills and wait 

to be picked up to walk to the main lodge area. We are not allowed to walk to 

the main lodge by ourselves in the dark due to predators. After a small breakfast 

at 5:30 am we leave for a game drive at or before 6:00 am. We have tea on the 

game drive between 9:00 and 10:00 am and then try to be back by 11:00 am, 

(usually 11:30 am) for brunch. After brunch we rest or nap during the heat of 

the day and then meet back at the lodge at 4:00 pm for some light snacks 

before the afternoon drive. We are usually back on the jeeps by 4:15 pm. At 

sunset there is a sundowner (gin and tonics) and then we get back to the lodge 

for dinner between 8:00 and 8:30 pm. Every evening at dinner we are sung to 

by beautiful African voices and harmonies. We are walked back to our room 

between 10:00 and 10:30 pm after sitting around a fire and maybe having a 

whiskey.   
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MARCH 8 – 12 

VUMBURA PLAINS NORTH CAMP 

THE OKAVANGO DELTA 

 

 

Top: View from the main lodge at Vumbura    Bottom: Our luxurious room  
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We were at the end of the wet season and flew into and landed during a thunder 

storm. It was an exciting flight! Vumbura is located in a private concession which 

is leased from the neighboring community. It is a beautiful location and is much 

wetter than Chitabe was. Our first wild dog sightings were at Vumbura. We also 

had a chance to go on a morning mokoro ride*. One of the magical moments of 

the trip was experienced at Vumbura. That was the opportunity to photograph 

red lechwe and kudu in early morning light jumping over a deep pool of water. 

 

 
Top Right and Left: African Wild Dog  Bottom: Red Lechwe 

 

* A mokoro is a dug out canoe commonly used in the Okavango Delta. It is propelled through the 

shallow waters of the delta by a person standing in the boat and pushing with a pole. 
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Kudu jumping over deep pool in early morning light 

 

Early morning mokoro ride 

 

Saddle-billed Stork photographed during mokoro ride 
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MARCH 12 - 15 

KINGS POOL CAMP 

THE OKAVANGO DELTA 

 

The view from our deck at Kings Pool Camp 

 

Our beautiful room with a view at Kings Pool Camp 

Kings Pool Camp is located in Northern Botswana near the Linyanti Wildlife 

Reserve west of Chobe National Park. It overlooks the Kings Pool Lagoon and the 

Linyanti River. We saw great birds such as a goliath heron, a hamerkop, 
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helmeted guineafowl, and a water thick-knee. We also saw wild dogs, spotted 

and brown hyaenas, and had hippos fighting outside our room. 

 

Spotted Hyaena     Brown Hyaena 

 
White-fronted Bee-eater    Tawny Eagle 
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AFRICA 2016 
PART II: NAMIBIA 
MARCH 16 - 19 

EXPLORING THE NAMIB DESERT 

SOSSUVLEI 

We decided to spend more time in Africa since it is such a long flight from the 

U.S. and since I had taken the entire semester off. A company called Piper and 

Heath Travel put Roy Toft’s Photo Safari together so I decided to have them help 

me put a trip to Namibia together. Chris Liebenberg, the owner of the company, 

is from Namibia. He was the perfect person to help us put this trip together. 

Piper and Heath is a top notch company and there were no glitches anywhere on  

the trip. The trip was a self drive that included a number of locations that 

enabled us to get a feel for different regions in the country. They arranged a 

rental of a small two-wheel drive SUV with an extra spare tire. It also came with 

a pre-programed GPS that worked great everywhere except in Windhoek. There 

were times I wished we had rented a 4WD vehicle but the car got great gas 

mileage. It just took us forever to get to our different locations since we rarely 

approached the speed limit on the gravel roads. The major modification that I 

made to the itinerary that Piper and Heath put together was to spend two nights 

at Sossus Dune Lodge which is run by the park service. The rest of the lodges 

we stayed at were Wilderness Safari Lodges. We had also stayed in Wilderness 

Safari Lodges in Botswana. The reason I wanted to stay at Sossus Dune Lodge is 

that it is inside the park gate and gave us earlier access to the dunes. We were 

able to get to the dunes by 6:30 am (an hour drive from the lodge) and we were 

the first people to be at the dunes both mornings. It was amazing to have the 

http://www.piperandheath.com/
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place to ourselves in the early morning light. Sammy, our driver and guide, saw 

our photo gear and knew we wanted to go to Deadvlei. He took the other two 

people in the jeep to climb the dunes and pointed us in the direction we needed 

to go to get to Deadvlei. In the later part of the morning he took us to a picnic 

bench under a camelthorn acacia and provided us with a great breakfast. 

 
Near Remhoogte Pass on C24 west of Lepel. 

 

The rooms at Sossus Dune Lodge              The view from our front porch 
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Deadvlei with its camelthorn acacia skeletons Jeanne set up to photograph the first morning* 

 

 

Early morning light the second “non-foggy” morning at Deadvlei 

 

*The two mornings at Deadvlei were completely different experiences. There was a lot of fog the first 

morning and no direct light. The second morning was crystal clear and when the light hit the dunes 

they were spectacular.
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Two male ostriches and a gemsbok (a type of oryx) seen on the road that goes to the dunes 

 

 

View from Kulala Desert Lodge, a Wilderness Safari Lodge 
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MARCH 19 - 21 

EXPLORING THE NAMIB DESERT 

SWAKOPMUND 

It was a long day of driving to get to Swakopmund from Kulala Desert Lodge. 

We took a “D” road detour to avoid the last part of the C14 to Walvis Bay*. The 

detour ended up being quite scenic and we saw only one other car for most of 

the drive. We left Kulala at 7:00 am and did not get to our guest house until 

2:40 pm. It was supposed to be a 5 ½ hour drive – but we were pretty slow on 

the gravel roads, (no flat tires!). We saw gemsbok, ostrich, springbok, and 

sociable weavers on the “D” road detour. The following morning, we were 

supposed to do the living desert tour. Something got screwed up and they never 

picked us up. A woman from the company apologized and offered us a free 

afternoon tour and we took her up on it since we did not have anything else 

scheduled. The guide, Colin, was amazing and we saw lots of dune animals that 

we would have never seen on our own. The only problem was that we lost a 

morning and I had wanted to see Welwitschia mirabilis on Welwitschia Drive. 

 

 

Namaqua Chameleon             Sidewinding Adder 

 

*Note that roads in Namibia are marked as “B”, “C”, or “D”.  “B” roads are paved, “C” roads are well 

maintained gravel roads with some traffic, and “D” roads are not maintained as regularly as “C” roads. 

You can drive for quite a distance on a “D” road without seeing another car.  
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MARCH 21 - 23 

EXPLORING THE NAMIB DESERT 

DAMARALAND 

 
Doro Nawas Camp 

It was another long day of driving to get from Swakopmund to Doro Nawas 

Camp in Damaraland. The last part of the drive was on “D” roads that were in 

poor condition. This is an area where a 4WD vehicle would have made the 

driving easier. The area was incredibly scenic. We were lucky to see the desert- 

adapted elephants during our stay there. We also saw our first secretary bird of 

the trip. The rock art at Twyfelfontein was amazing. We also pushed our beds 

onto our porch and slept under the stars one night. At sunset we could hear 

barking geckos all around us. Our first dinner was on the roof of the lodge. The 

Damara people that worked at the lodge would offer you the menu choices in 

both English and their click language. They also danced and sang for us after 

dinner.  
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Scenery in Damaraland. Note the circles where there is no grass, called fairy circles. 

 

 

Desert-adapted elephant taking a dust bath. 
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MARCH 23 - 25 

EXPLORING THE NAMIB DESERT 

ONGAVA TENTED CAMP 

 
Zebras drinking from the waterhole in front of the lodge at Ongava Tented Camp 

Ongava tented camp is located in the Ongava Game Reserve. This 68,000-acre 

private game reserve is home to a breeding population of white rhinos and a 

small population of black rhinos. We had an opportunity to see white rhinos 

several times on the reserve as well as a female lion with three cubs. We also 

saw the endemic Hartmann’s mountain zebra on the reserve. We were able to 

use the camp on the reserve as a home base for exploring Etosha National Park.  
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A female with cubs emerges from the brush           The cubs finally come out when it is almost dark 

 
White rhinos in Ongava Game Reserve 

 

Gemsbok (Oryx) in Etosha National Park 
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Springbok in Etosha National Park 

 
Lesser flamingos in Etosha National Park

 
Black rhino with horns removed to discourage poaching in Etosha National Park 
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MARCH 23 - 25 

EXPLORING THE NAMIB DESERT 

ONGUMA THE FORT 

 
The view from our back deck at Onguma The Fort 

Onguma The Fort sits on a private game reserve on the eastern border of Etosha 

National Park. We did morning drives in the park and afternoon drives in the 

reserve. We saw the endemic Damara dik-dik on the reserve as well as lions, a 

black rhino, and some beautiful bird species. There was a waterhole in front of 

the main lodge that attracted numerous species including a giraffe that came to 
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drink every afternoon. The third magical moment of this trip was also 

experienced here. I saw a leopard that was hiding in the grass in beautiful 

afternoon light. It made an unsuccessful attempt to capture a warthog but the 

leopard sighting was incredible.   

 
Giraffe drinking at the waterhole in front of the lodge 

 

The endemic Damara Dik-dik    Northern Black Korhaan 
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Leopard hiding in the grass at Onguma Game Reserve 

 

The hunt begins! 
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Thoughts about conservation in Africa 

A number of animals seen on this trip are threated with extinction. The white-

backed vulture and white-headed vulture are classified as Critically Endangered 

by the IUCN Red List. The lappet-faced vulture is classified as Endangered and 

recently published data indicates that the population in Africa is declining 

extremely rapidly. A huge issue for vultures relates to poaching of elephants and 

rhinos. Poached elephant and rhino carcasses are poisoned with a highly toxic 

pesticide called carbofuran to reduce the probability of the carcass being 

discovered and give the poachers more time to escape. Game farmers also 

poison carcasses with strychnine to eliminate predators from their ranches. This 

also impacts vultures. We saw a number of vultures in the Okavango Delta but 

did not see one vulture in Namibia.  The cheetah is classified as Vulnerable to 

Extinction and the wild dog is listed as Endangered. Cheetahs and African wild 

dogs are impacted by habitat loss and fragmentation. Both species require large 

home ranges and live at low population densities. African wild dogs have 

disappeared from much of their former range. Cheetah populations have 

plummeted 90% in the last hundred years and have been exterminated in 25 of 

the 44 countries where they once existed. Both rabies and canine distemper 

have had huge impacts on wild dog populations. The white rhinos we saw in 

Ongava Game Reserve had been re-introduced into the area. The black rhino we 

saw in Etosha National Park in Namibia had its horns sawed off to discourage 

poachers from killing it. We were told that over 180 black rhinos had been killed 

by poachers in Etosha in the last 2 years.  

A significant part of the economy of Namibia is related to game farms. Oryx, 

springbok, zebra, and other game meat is sold in restaurants. Cattle are also 

raised on these farms. Predators are a threat to the economic viability of these 

game farms and some ranchers poison carcasses with strychnine to reduce 

predation. Some simply shoot predators on sight. The fences surrounding the 

farms interfere with the migratory movement of the animals as well as reducing 
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the chances of animals outside the fences finding water. In Namibia, we saw 

gemsbok and springbok running from our car outside the fences. We passed 

these animals as quickly as we could to reduce the stress experienced by the 

animal. 

However, there are some signs of hope. Botswana has opted for a low impact 

high revenue model of tourism. My experience in Botswana was a wilderness 

experience. Very different than my trip to East Africa in the mid- 1990’s where 

numerous jeeps would gather around a lion or a cheetah with a kill. Botswana 

has an outstanding system of protected areas that includes National Parks, game 

reserves, and concessions that are leased from local people from companies such 

as Wilderness Safaris. The president of Botswana seems to support both 

conservation and ecotourism. He wrote a wonderful forward to a new book 

published by Princeton University Press called Birds of Botswana. The company, 

Wilderness Safaris, supports a number of conservation projects including the re-

introduction of the black rhino in an area in Botswana and research on rhinos on 

Ongava Game Reserve in Namibia. Some of the camps we stayed at were in 

concessions that act as buffer zones around National Parks. Some of the camps 

are located on private game reserves that were created by buying game farms.  

Although a number of people have dedicated their lives to protecting wildlife in 

Africa, some of the problems seem insurmountable. Poaching is now an 

organized, well funded activity associated with crime syndicates. The demand for 

rhino horn and elephant tusk in Asia continues to rise as economic development 

is increasing the number of wealthy people and the size of the middle class. This 

has resulted in a dramatic increase in poaching and illicit trafficking of high value 

wildlife products. The bush meat trade in West Africa is reducing the number of 

prey available to endangered predators and in some cases causing local 

extinctions of wildlife species. There are some areas in West Africa where tree 

cover is relatively intact but no large animals are left in the forest, a situation 

that has been dubbed Empty Forest Syndrome. 
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My advice to students and friends is to travel and see Africa now, or as soon as 

possible. I believe some of the animals we saw on this trip will no longer exist on 

the planet unless there are dramatic changes in the Asian demand for wildlife 

products and improved economic opportunities become available to people in 

rural Africa. When you travel I urge you to support companies, such as 

Wilderness Safaris, that contribute a significant part of their revenue to 

conservation projects. I urge you to support companies that have an economic 

model that funnels tourism money and job opportunities to local communities. 

Once local people find there is economic gain to providing wildlife experiences a, 

there is a vested interest in protecting wildlife. 

 

  

Sherry Schmidt http://instruction2.mtsac.edu/sschmidt/default.html 

http://instruction2.mtsac.edu/sschmidt/default.html

