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A trip to the arctic had been on my 
bucket list for a number of years. I saw 
an email advertising a trip for 
photographers led by Suzi Ezsterhas 
called Polar Bears of Svalbard. This trip 
was designed for a small group of 
people on a small expedition ship that 
had room for a maximum of 12 
passengers.  Jeanne and I had been on a 
trip to Antarctica during Christmas and 
New Years in 2006-2007. Neither of us 
had anticipated how beautiful the 
combination of glaciers, ice, and ocean 
could be. We saw penguins and 
albatrosses in abundance in the 
Antarctic region. We were looking 
forward to the opportunity to see arctic 
wildlife.
The trip exceeded our expectations. We 
saw walruses and bearded seals. We had 
a number of polar bear sightings and 
had great opportunities to photograph 
them. We also saw arctic foxes, Svalbard 
reindeer, and large nesting colonies of 
seabirds. The scenery was spectacular 
and the light was magical. The polar 
regions of the planet are spectacular. 


Female polar bear at Fugelfjord, Svalbard 



Arctic fox near its den at Ossian Sarsfjellet 



Svalbard is north of the Arctic Circle View of downtown Svalbard from our room 

Our apartment at the Svalbard Hotel Polar graffiti 



Lunch at a pub in Svalbard 

We spent our second night at the Raddison Blu 



Our home for the next 11 days There were 12 photographers in our group 

Our cozy room aboard the Polaris 1 Jeanne is ready to go for a zodiac ride 



Smeerenburgfjord





Our first walrus sightings were at Smeerenburgfjord 



Walruses are bottom feeders. They use their whiskers to find clams and other invertebrates in the mud. 



Bearded seal in Hamiltonbukta 

Black guillemot at Hamiltonbukta 



Suzi  Eszterhas, our photo tour leader The captain and his family 

Our French guide, Agnes Blanc Our French, guide Samuel Blanc 



Polar bear sighting 

Bearded seal 



We named this healthy male polar bear “Big Boy” 



Wahlenbergfjord



Polar bears are the largest non-aquatic carnivores alive. The 
males weigh, on average, 940 pounds. Females weigh about ½ 
as much as males. They have huge feet that can be used as 
oars for swimming and have been seen swimming as far as 
100 miles offshore.  

Polar bears are threatened by climate change since they 
depend on sea ice for hunting and finding mates. 20 years ago 
sea ice completely surrounded Svalbard. Now sea ice is scarce 
in inlets and fjords. Loss of sea ice has crowded bears normally 
spread over vast areas into areas with calving glaciers. All the 
bears that we saw on this trip were in areas with calving 
glaciers.



Arctic tern Midnight zodiac ride at Wahlenbergfjord 

Sabine’s gull Walruses at Wahlenbergfhjord  



Wahlenbergfjord  



Lenticular clouds over the glacier at Wahlenbergfjord 



Male polar bear at Wahlenbergfjord 





 Thick-billed murres are pursuit divers that chase their prey 
under water. They routinely dive to a depth of 330 feet. They 
nest in vast rookeries on the sides of cliffs to avoid predation 
by arctic foxes.  Their young fledge before they can fly, 
jumping off their cliff nest sites accompanied by a parent. 
Gulls are waiting to catch them in midair and foxes hunt for 
those who reach the ground and are walking towards the 
sea. At sea the male and the chick stay together for about 8 
weeks during which he continues to provide food. 

Thick-billed Murres at Aklefjellet (Bird Cliffs) 







Puffins typically breed in small caves at the edge of 
steep cliffs. Lack of suitable soil and permafrost 
makes this difficult in Svalbard. We saw them 
nesting on ledges and in crevices between large 
boulders. The orange color during the breeding 
season comes from carotenoids in the fish they eat. 
The bright orange color in newly sexually mature 
puffins indicates they are eating well and would be 
a good mate. Like  penguins and murres, puffins are 
pursuit divers. 

Photographing puffins 



Atlantic Puffins 



Twin polar bear cubs 



Swimming polar bear family 



Wahlenbergfjord  



Glaciers at Kongfjorden, Svalbard 



Arctic fox at Ossian Sarsfjellet 



Arctic fox at Ossian Sarsfjellet 



Kongfjorden

Northern fulmar 



Suzi Ezterhas took this photo of Jeanne and I at Kongfjorden 



Jeanne enjoying a warm day on the ship 

Svalbard reindeer at Skansbutka 

Bearded  seal 

Male polar bear at Wahlenbergfjord 



Hut at Skansbutka 




